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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Arsenal Independent Supporters’ Association held at Highbury House, 75 Drayton Park, London N5 1BU, on Thursday 4th October 2007.

65 members in attendance, Tony Bernhard-Grout in the chair.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from a large number of members.

2. GUEST SPEAKER – KEITH EDELMAN

The managing director of the Club spoke about Arsenal’s achievements and ambitions, and answered a large number of questions, both from the floor and submitted in writing by members who could not be present.

The Chairman thanked Keith Edelman for a very frank and informative session, and members showed their appreciation in the traditional manner.

3. MINUTES OF THE 2006 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

It was RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the 2006 annual general meeting be approved and adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

No matters arising from the minutes were raised by members present.

5. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE REPORTS FROM AISA COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Written reports were tabled by Brian Dawes (Emirates Stadium and Policing issues), Joanne Benson (Transport issues), REDaction (Ben Dimech), Ticketing issues (Alex Reid), Gala Dinner (Lois Langton), Anti-racism work (Christine Langton), Fans Forum (Steve Goodwin). 

Paul Matz reported on various other AISA activities during the preceding season.

Following various questions and comments it was RESOLVED:

That the reports from AISA committee members be approved.

6. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET

The Treasurer, Geoff Bedingfield, spoke to the accounts and balance sheet, which had been tabled. Following a number of questions it was RESOLVED:

That the accounts and balance sheet for the AISA financial year ended 30 June 2007 be received approved and adopted.

7. GUEST SPEAKER – MALCOLM CLARKE

The Chairman of the Football Supporters’ Federation spoke about the work of the FSF on a number of fronts, including ‘fit and proper persons (ownership of Clubs), ticketing prices, safe standing, affects of tv on football and kick-off times, representation of supporters at the FA and in clubs. Malcolm then answerd various questions from members present.

The Chairman thanked Keith Edelman for his contribution and members showed their appreciation in the traditional manner. It was RESOLVED to re-affiliate to the Football Supporters’ Federation.

8. OWNERSHIP OF ARSENAL

Paul Matz proposed a motion on behalf of the AISA Committee. Following discussion two amendments were tabled, one of which carried. The amended motion was then put to the vote and AGREED nem con as follows:

“AISA believes that the strategies followed by the current Board of Directors, and their predecessors, have delivered stability and success over many years. We do not support moves for effective control of the Club to be transferred to any one individual or company, and particularly not to investors and others that have no long-term connection or involvement in Arsenal Football Club. 
 
AISA is totally opposed to any changes in the ownership of the Club that would lead to a major increase in debt or in securing short-term profits through significant hikes in ticket prices. 
 
We will support and work with other fans organisation, such as the Arsenal Supporters’ Trust and REDaction, that have similar views.
 
We very much welcome statements from Peter Hill-Wood and Danny Fiszman about their role as custodians of the Club. We believe that the development of a corporate structure that allows for effective involvement and representation from shareholders and supporters is something that the Board should consider.
 
Whilst we recognise that in football it is difficult to ever say “never” AISA finds it difficult to envisage any circumstances in the foreseeable future where we could support a major change in the ownership of Arsenal Football Club that is not supported by the Board of the Club."
9. ELECTIONS

Chair

Tony Bernard-Grout was ELECTED unopposed.

Vice-Chair

Steve Goodwin was ELECTED unopposed.

Secretary

Paul Matz was ELECTED unopposed.

Treasurer

Geoff Bedingfield was ELECTED unopposed.

Membership Secretary

Claire Hayward was ELECTED unopposed.

Webmaster

No nomination received.

Committee Members

The Chair advised the meeting that the AISA constitution and rules permitted up to ten AISA committee members to be appointed in addition to the organisation’s officers.

Jane Pearce, Alex Reid, Brian Dawes, Joanne Benson, Lois Langton, Ben Dimech, Ben Frost, Christine Langton, Anna Rumins and Gavin Silvey were all nominated, and ELECTED unopposed.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was suggested by Mark Brindle that AISA make a donation to support the work being carried out by REDaction in opposition to the proposed “involvement/takeover” of the Club by Red & White Holdings / Alisher Usmanov.

In line with the motion agreed earlier in the meeting it was AGREED to make a donation of £300 to REDaction, but not to express a view about any named individual or organisation.

There being no further business, the Chair CLOSED the meeting at 9.20pm.
