Minutes of the AISA Annual General Meeting held at the 

Hen & Chickens on Sunday 23rd March 2003 

A number of apologies were received, including from Steve Powell, who was unwell. In Steve’s absence Paul Matz chaired the meeting.

1. Ashburton Grove

Discussion took place covering the final CPO decision due in July, Wembley rumours and cost of the overall project. 

2. Official Fans Forum

Graham Stone reported on the culture at the Fans Forum. The group is made up of a cross section of fans, each with different interests. The club push forward the agenda and do not seem to regard the Forum as being particularly important. Recently the suggestion of introducing a Club Song had led to an innovative discussion at the Forum, however the Club decided to proceed with their own idea and chose four rather tired and un-original choices as possible songs. Nevertheless it was agreed that the Fans Forum at least starts the concept of the Club discussing issues with fans, and thus we should continue to participate. Agreed that Graham should be the AISA representative on the Forum for season 2003-04.

3. Annual accounts

Geoff Bedingfield distributed copies of the accounts to year-end 30 June 2002, and also reported on current balances. The accounts were agreed.  

4. Annual dinner

 Discussion about having the annual dinner at the start of next season or during an international weekend. It was agreed that the start of the season would be preferable, particularly if it follows a successful end to the current one.

5. Touts

A question was raised concerning touts and the example of problems caused by Ajax fans in the North Bank was given.  It was agreed that the Club hotline for informing on touts needs to be more widely publicised.

6. Semi-final venues and times

A discussion took place about venues and timings of FA Cup games. It was agreed that the authorities need to be made aware of fans views, and that every endeavour should be made to play semi-finals in the south if both teams are based in the south.  

7. Racism and anti-semitism

Racism at Arsenal was discussed, together with the anti-semitism that occurs particularly when Arsenal play Tottenham.  It was agreed that the club must be seen to be implementing their policies on anti-racism and anti-semitism, not just paying ‘lip-service’. Inconsistency among stewards was raised as an issue and it was agreed to suggest that training and awareness should be a key focus.

8. Bondholders

Following discussion it was agreed to propose to the Club that Bondholders should be consulted as soon as possible over options being considered for them regarding the new stadium.

9. Ticket Registration Scheme

Following discussion it was agreed to again propose to the Club that a TRS member loyalty scheme be introduced for the four designated “big” games and the final planned home game of each season.

10. Elections

The following Officers were proposed and agreed;

Chair



Steve Powell

Vice Chair


Graham Stone

Secretary


Lisa McGuinness

Treasurer


Geoff Bedingfield

Membership Secretary
Paul Matz

The following were agreed as Committee members:

Alysen Miller, Barry Ferst, Dave Jarvis, Helen De Witt, James Hildreth, Julian Harris, Katie Halling, Mike Winnett, Richard Leeming, Tony Ward, Phil Alderman, Margaret Evans.

11. Stadium Survey

A general update on the survey took place.  AISA will be meeting with the Club to discuss the survey findings. It was agreed that three-four representatives should attend the meeting. It was agreed that we ask the club to publicise the results of the survey in the programme.  Another suggestion agreed was that AISA should look at carrying out repeat surveys using the same 1,300 respondents.

12. Pub Quiz

Subject to practicalities it was agreed to organise a pub quiz to take place on Saturday 12 April.
